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lum le all the Pride. of Hauntac Grentneks; 

he expreſly xbꝗuines Inch a 
1 the en ates Wotld:never thoughtof, 
and to. which, the beſt amongſt em, with: all 
den WAP ant Vietue, had not art Vd 

clades the whole Genter World! gots 
wh inz all their Spdcutlations; and Mos 


alt and civil: Pruderite, to be in ſthte of 


and. abnoxidus to the Wrath of GS. 
he: like, he proves conterning all theſe 
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He then ſhews, that the true way of Saly; Min t 
tion, which was always in the Counſels O Piſtle, 
God, and reveal'd at times in ſuch meaſure 

as he thought fit, was not any Dignity or MeMhitt le 

rit of our own Works, or any Righteouſneſs | 
that we were able to perform; hut the fre 
Pardon of our Sins upon our Repentatice, aud 
upon our Faith in the Sacrifice. of Chxiſt; andi t» / 
the acceptance of our Perſons, and our imper. 
fect Virtues thro' the merits of a Mediator. . 
hut leſt this way of a free TuſtificatinMiits 
mi{-underftood ſhould lead Men to Security, ll 
and a negle& of true Holineſs of Life, 3 II.! 
likewiſe declares unto: them what obligation Ne of 
their Faith and Baptiſm, or their dedicating "its 
of themſelves: to Chriſt, did lay upon *m'to | 
lead new Lives, and very different from their J. 1 
former Converſation: And that in örder to rtr 
raiſe em to this new Life, the Spirit of God, il The 

| and Chriſt, / was conferr'd/upon them,” to bea L1NW 
5 Powerful Principle in them of Holy Thoughts out 
. and Diſpoſitions, of pure Affections, of re- It tk 
gular Actions, and of a conſtant Zeal in all In 
manner of good Works; that they might be Hr 
ſome way qualify d for an Inheritance of Glo- eng 
ry before they departed out of this Life. 


o . 7 . 


In 


"T2 i ir th 


: X TW. ' 
- : b 7 
, A , ; 
_— p ” Xt L > . 
4 . 5 * 1 4 . + ? g Fg 
. % | 5 4 * ' * 
3 * .. Fl 4 * 


en the . ad wie Chipters* of this 
ls of my St. Paul plainly” declares, and often 
ſurepeats in Finder?” Expreſſions, that none 
Me: it look for Salvation” and Life upon the 


neſs 


freefMieart and Life, or without becoming 
and Perſons , ' mindin Spiritual Things 2 
andi „l Spirituallyominde ed 10 Life. ü 
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| 10 I More Apely 10 4 f n that ado! 
ion Wee of it, expreſs'd i in the ext: en to * | 
ing nal minded: 15 Le ob 72% 
to {iQ 3411 . 5 7 
er 1. I ſtall ve briefly ſhew what i it is to be 
to pritually 1 ry 

od, The Mind is made. Spiritual by: virtue * 


dt "hk that we — at any time enter- 


ms of the Goſpel, without Holineſs hn 


1. I ſhall v | briefly thei what it 1s to be 


ee e 33 by being employ d 
out Spiritual 055 chien we muſt 


ind with a due Concern, unleſs we fing 
r Minds enlightened, our Reſolutions 
rengthned, and our Affection warmed to- 
ards Virtue and Goodneſs: For Spiritual N 
beds when they are confider d as ſuch, 
have 
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have a renewing; transfarming Power 
them; they make o Minds in fome nll | 
fare that very Thing they contemplate ; . tha 
glorieus Otiest leaves ame of its. Gly xl 
behind, and the Heaven we Spwxitually th 11 
of, diffuſes ſome oe" of it ſelf into « 
Souls. 1 
Let none perſwadk themes. that the mo 
Minds are Spiritual, upon ſome few tu Lit 
Gent Thoughts about ion, - which , 
through and leave ne Divine Trad behind - 
them ; whereas the Mind of a 855 tit] 
aul be a 1 tie: ones wa blot: of 
zefide- in, where: Hay T _— We 
like the bright Cloud —— 
ſores be kept up like the Fire on 2 Ain 1 
which: may he ſometimea cover d | aver! with th. 
Aſhes, but upon the leaſt ſtirring, wi pr 
glow: again: Accordingly, no one ſuppoſ | 
that, Spiritual Thoughts fliould; always. hay cel 
an actual. Pe oſſeſſion of qu Minds, they N 48 
give: way ſomatimes to the innocent pr 
and! Com man: Refreſhments; Which Is t 1 
paral Life impoſes upon us; hut when the I. 
de give way, they leave: a kind af PerfunlM +, 
or Incenſe, and tobe employid. in them! is 


om as 4 Chriſtian. 21 Ui 
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- Which brings me to the POS TY 


II. Thing propos a, viz. To PTD upon 
that \Adwaut . 5 being Feen 
expreſs'd. i in t 456; Text, that M So; 
minded 1 15 Liſe. . 


170 be eitel wiel is * in * 
more excellent Senſe, tis the irh and proper 
Life of a Chriſtian, 


\ 


2. It; 18 Erermal "Life: , it does not mag en- 
title us to Eternal Life; but is the Pledge 
of it „ and the eee of it in chis 
World. io in „„ 
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1; 15 be Serbe de is 4 ay in | 
the more excellent Senſe, tis the true and 
pro r Life of a Chriſtian.  - 

fore, 5 can judge what is the moſt Ex- 
cellent Life, we muſt confi der, tho as briefly 
as may be, lie ſeveral Steps, or- the. whole 

Progreſs of Humane Life. 
_ How low W narrow a * is Humane 
Life in its beginning! Its whole Strength is 
to draw in Nouriſhment, and the chief 
Wa and Health of its NS is to Sleep much, 
which | 
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10 A Serum Preuebd 
which is rather a ſign of Life than Life it 


—_— „ 5 

When it advances higher, it "ag in ſome pet 
few Images from outward Gbjects; its Appe- e 
tites ſtrengthen with its growth, and it has Ar 
many Paſſions without any Reaſon of its own }W, n 
to Govern or Suppreſs em: Toys ad MW. 
Trifles are its greateſt Joy, and to be with- WM. 
out them, 1s to be without all comfort of ing 
Life. 3 | 

When we are paſt our Childhood and = 
Youth, and have taken à turn in the great Wy. 
World, and perceive what is the Buſineſs and IM... 
Imployment of Mankind, what takes up ed t. 
their I houghts, and what carries on the great WW... 
Wheels of Induſtry and Action; then we book 
look back in pity upon our former Child- Felic 
iſh Fancies, and wonder that we could be B. 
pleas d with ſuch fittle Diverſions, that now WM, Li 
can. give no manner of Satisfaction to our Mppiri 
—!!!! ̃ 0057 

The reſult of this is what St. Paul has Wh. | 


moſt fitly expreſs'd, tho” in another Caſe; 
C 153-117 « WW hen I was a Child T | ake a Child, J 
* under ſtood as a Child, T thought. or reaſon'd 
* a5 a Child ; but when I became a Man, I put 
« away cbildiſb T hings. e 1 : 
| \ + 4 e a 
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Well, now the manly. State is arriv'd; and 
Humane Liſe has a wider Sphere; the Ap- 


ne petites are now more enlargd, and crave 
e. with greater vehemency; the Paſſions have 
2s 


now ſtronger , Motions, and are agitated by 
z more inflam'd Blood: The Man that has 


ad an Eye always watchful upon Gain, and that 
* cloſely follows the ſureſt Methods of gather- 


ing up Riches, in the general Eſteem of 
Mankind, paſſes for one who is very Wiſe, 
and that has à right Knowledge of the 
World: He that is fired with Ambition, and 


ad Huakes dangerous Steps to riſe high, is count - 
4 ed the brave and the gallant Perſon : And he 


that denies himfelf no Pleaſures, his Life is 


4. look'd Woes many to be nothing but pure 
he elicity and joy ment. Hair INSTOD RE S200: 
5 But now there is a Life beyond all theſe, 


Life of ' Virtue and Religion; there is a 
Spiritual Power in the Soul, that is either 
given or awaken d by Divine Grace, which 


. peculiar Pleaſures that are of its own 
3 prowth, and has Joys which à Stranger does 
by ot intermeddle wWwiti ng 


Let any of the former Perſons be really j 
rought into this State of Life, and then 
phat . will they have 

2 i 
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of what was once their Wiſdom, their Glo- 
ry, their chief Happineſs and Joy? as when 
they became Men, they were quickly out 
of Humour with childiſn Things; ſo when 
they become Spiritual Perſons, they will be 
as ſick of the moſt ſplendid Parts of a meer 
Wotldly Life, go 19067 2pgials 54 
- Then they begin truly to, live, when they 


live to God, when they are affected with 1 
Heavenly Things, when they find the de- We 
ſire of Immortality the ſtrongeſt Appetite 112“ 
in their Souls, and can take à abu tab let 
Proſpect beyond this preſent Scene of Things. Co: 
When thoſe who have been bred, up in al Spi 
the Arts and Sciences, and the moſt oblig - are 
ing decencies af Civ Liſe, travel into the are 
more Ignorant and Barbarous Parts of the rity 
World ; how do they Bleſs themſelves that the 
by their Education, and their Civilities ol per 
Life, they far exceed thoſe, poor Natives ous 
who are but little better than the very con 
Beaſts of the Field! They compare the Ad the 
vantages of well built Towns and Cities 1 
to their poor Cottages and Cabins ;- the goo} in 
Order of equal Laws, and wiſe Govem iy 
ment, to their Ignorance of what is Juſt a0 and 


Equitable, and to the being daily expos d 0 


** L 


Glo- he Paſſions and Inſolence of thoſe. who have 
hen no government of themſelves. It cannot but 
out erieve em, to ſee vaſt Countries and no- 
hen thing Cultivated, Proviſions of Nature enough 
ll be to make Multitudes happy, bnt nothing Im- 
neer Wi prov'd ; Shapes of Men, but hardly any thing 
of Hoamanadty.;| i: 655005105 4d ooo rr: 
Let theſe very Perſons: make one Noyage 
more, not into the more Savage Parts of the 
World, nor into thoſe that are only Civi- 
liz d; but let them go into the Sanctuary; 
let them attentively behold the Manners and 
Converſation of the truly Religious and 
Spiritual; about what noble Objects they 
are imploy d, what generous Deſigns they 
are carrying on, with what univerſal Cha- 
rity and i Humility they far out- do 
the fineſt Breeding; are always ready to 
perform the kindeſt Offices, from a Religi- 
ous; Principle; what pure Affections they 
conſtantly breath, with what lovely Graces 
they are Richly Adorn'd! _ mmol vs 
They cannot but confeſs that Humane Life 
in its moſt excellent State, is to be found on- 
ly among the Virtuous and the Spiritual; 
and that ſuch as far excel, as to the true 
Perfection of Humane Nature, the Lf 
4 ; . „ 
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Bred Perſons, and the moſt Civiliz'd ;' x 
they do, the moft Stupid and Untaught In. 


What are the Excellencies of our Nature, 
which defervedly call forth the Admirati. 
on, Love and Praiſe of Men? an Integrity 
that cannot be corrupted ; a Reſolution in 
Goodneſs that cannot be baffled by Temp- 
tations ; a ſuperiority of Soul, that is above 
| the allurements of this World; an eveneſs 
| of Temper, that Injuries cannot eafily  dif- 
compoſe ; a Principle and Habit of doing 
good, that no Ingratitude of others can weak- 
en; a Converſation with God and Heaven- 
ly Things, that makes the Soul both Great 
and Humble; that extinguiſhes in it all En- 
vy at the Proſperity of others , but en- 
larges its Tendernefs and Compaſſion for the 
Miſerable. £ 94. 

The glory therefore of Humane Nature, 
or the excellency of Life, confiſts in true 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Piety; and it ap- 
pears fo to others, in the due government of 
our Paſſions, both under Pleaſures, and un- 


der Provocations; in a right Judgment of 

Things; ina decent contempt of the World; Whe 

in a mild generofity of Temper, and in do- Wan 
ing 


„rn * 


bn ” * . 
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ing of good with Prudence and Diſcretion, 
nd in the ſweeteft and moſt obliging man- 


This, this is Life in the more excellent 
enſe, and this is the proper Life of a Chri- 
tian ; for as Senſe is to the natural Life, ſo 
Faith is to the Spiritual, the Spring and 
principle of its Motions : and, as we judge of 
the good ſtate of natural Life by a regular 
Pulſe, and a due circulation of the Blood; 
ſo we may diſcern the good Temper of our 
Souls by ſuch, a concern for our Salvation, 
that regularly beats within us; and by a 
conſtant courſe in Holy Duties, which is 
the due circulation of the Divine Life. Et LINES 


II. To be Spiritually.miuded is Eternal Life ; 

it not only entitles us to Eternal Life, but 

is the ent of it, and is the beginning of it 
„ e eee ene 


in this World. 


„ 
SY 


1. To be'Spiritually-minded intitles us to 


Rem ß 
What St. Paul means by Spiritually-ming- 
ed, muſt agree with other Expreſſions, which 
he has us d in this Chapter, to ſigniſie the 
lame thing, as walking after the Spirit, be- 
h Y mg 


———— N 254% 84-4 * 
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ing led by the. Spirit, and the Spirit duel 


in them; which ſhews that the Life and Cy 
ver ſation muſt be Spiritual as well as the Ming 
and that to be Spiritually-minded, Men my 
be conform'd to all thoſe things which in thi 
Goſpel, the Spirit has enjoin c. 
Without this all pretences to the Spirit ar 
deluding and falſe; People are only puffod uy 
with proud Imaginations, or acted by an en 
thuſiaſtical Impulſe; but their real State 
dark and miſerable, and they have no righ 
„ em Srafhak 

A Right to that is ſecur'd by the Holy $i 
craments, which, the falſe Pretenders to thi 
Spirit negle& and deſpiſe ; for the Sacrament 
are the appointed Solemnities by which we en 
terinto Covenant with God, and have it con 
firm'd to us; and Eternal Lafe is one of thok 
Bleſſings which we have no natural Right to 
but is made over to us by Promiſe and by Ci 
 venant. CT : 7 1 
If we be engrafted into Chriſt, and take car 
that the anſwer of a good Conſcience be made 
maniſeſt in our Lives, by our conformity to his 
Laws and Example, and by walking as he 
walk'd; then do we belong to a new Head 
and Original, we are reckon'd no longer 


Hh 


— 
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Adam, but in Chriſt; and he being a quicknino 
Spirit, our Eternal Life is wholly derived 
from him. E * . p 25 a 
Therefore fince he is Immortal, we ſhall be 
Immortal, ſince his Soul after ſome time ſpent 
in a ſeparate State, was re- united to a glorious 
Body, ſo to remain for ever; ſo likewiſe ſhall 
we be cloath'd with incorruptible and glorious 


Bodies, like unto his ; and this we may be as 


ſure of, as that God is faithful who has pro- 


mis'd ; as that Chriſt has dyed, and roſe again 


from the Dead, But, 


2. The Spiritually-minded have a Pledge 
of this Eternal Life. | N 


The Holy Spirit is another of the covenanted 
Bleſſings, given unto us to quicken, and raiſe, and 


ſtrengthen our Souls; to make us capable of 


Heavenly Inſtructions, of Goſpel Obedience, 
and of that exalted degree of Holineſs to 


which we are call'd in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Tis this Spirit that is a Principle in us of new 


Deſires, and new Abilities, which accompa- 


nies the Word of God with a Divine force, ſets 


the Arguments and Reaſons of our Religion in 
a proper Light, and impreſſes them in a pow- 


erful manner on our Minds and Hearts; tis a 


. Gift 
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Gift that we receive from Heaven, a ſecret 
Chain, let down to draw us thither; a ſuper- 
natural Talent to be improv'd by our own In- 
duftry ; a happy Biaſs put upon our Inclinati. 
ons to move and direct us to all that is good; 
an Influence from Heaven to change us, by de- 
grees, into other ſort of Creatures, and to make 
us meet for an Inheritance among the Saints in 
Light. | Eve CP: 
ow this is given us asa Pledge of what we 
ſhall receive hereafter in a full meaſure ; ttis 
part of our Reward, and an Aſſurance that 
the reſt ſhall follow. x | 
If Chriſt gives us, even in this Life, of bis Spi. 
rit, we know that we are reconcil'd to God, 
we know that we are in Friendſhip and in Fa- 
vour with Chriſt; he has begun the Communt- 
cation of his Nature to us already, and he will 
perfect it into Glory: If our Souls come to have 
a true Similitude with his in Righteonſneſs and 
true Holineſs ; if the Change be fo far wrought 
as to the Inner Man; we may be confident 
that he will alſo change our vile Bodies, that 
they may be like unto his glorious Body: And 
as he lives now in Glory, the time will come 
that we ſhall live ſo too, and that for ever and 
_ 5 
| | 3. Theſe 


before the Qu EEN. 19 
3. Thoſe who are Spiritually- minded, have 
not only the Pledge of Eternal Life, but they 
have the Beginning of it even in this World. 

As far as we die to this World, by a volun- 
tary Choice and Self. denial, fo far we live to 
the other; if we have crucified our Affections 
and Luſts, then are we in a manner dead to 
this World; tis a ſcene of Tumult that we 
behold as it were at a Diſtance, but take little 
or no Pleaſure in it; we have ſome Concerns 
going on in it, but thoſe the leaſt and moſt in- 
conſiderable of all; for our chief Treaſure is 
in Heaven : And if our Heart be there, the 
principal part of our Life is there too: For 
where our chief Delight is, there we may be 
laid to live. JJ ( Tf 

If our Minds be moſt affected with Heavenly 
Objects, if we perceive an exceeding Pleaſure 
in contemplating the great things of Religion, 
if — a noble Satisfaction in employing 
our Thoughts about Spiritual Things, if we 


feel a Divine Warmth in our Souls in the ex- 


erciſes of Devotion; if we enjoy our ſelves 
moſt, when we are maintaining a Communion - 
with God and Chriſt by means of the Holy Si- 
rit; when we are ſtrengthning of our Faith | 
raiſing our Love, and fixing our Hope; and 
N e receiving 
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receiving freſh Succours of a Celeſtial Influ- 
ence : If we are conſcious to our ſelves of fuch 
Spiritual Senſations and Aſfections; then we 
may conclude, that this is a Life that has little 
or no Relation to this World; and that it is 
the Beginning of that which is Eternal. 

We have many Frailties, and we are expos d 
to many Tryals; we have ſome few Cares and 
perhaps many Sufferings to undergo in this 
World : But notwithſtanding all this, our Eter- 
nal Life is begun ; tis but in a low and kindling 
Condition in this World, encompaſs'd with 
Fumes and Smoke; it will be much brighter in 
our ſeparate State, and will break out into a 
full Light and Glory after the Reſurrection. 

If Cbriſt be in you, the Body ib dead becauſe 
of Sin: An irrevocable Sentence is paſs'd upon 
that, and it muſt return to its Duſt again; but 
the Spirit is Life, tis the beginning of Life, 
becauſe tis the beginning of Righteouſneſs ; 
which Righteouſneſs will encreaſe more and 
more unto a perte& Day ; and that Spirit that 
rais'd up Jeſus from the Dead, and has already 
quicken'd our Souls into a Spiritual Life ; will 
alſo quicken our mortal Bodies, and make us 
the Sons and Daughters of a glorious Reſurre- 
Uaton. | 

41999 And 
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And thus it may be clearly perceiv'd,that To 
Spiritual minded is Liſe; tis Life in the 
oſt excellent Senſe; tis the proper Life of a 
hriſtian; 'tis likewiſe eternal Life, to which 
t does not only entitle us, but is the Pledge of 
it, and the Beginning of it. even in this World. 
The Apoſtle tells us of two Principles, the 
Hleſb and the Spirit, the Fleſh is Humane Na- 


this ture in its corrupt State, which under all its 
er. Nratural Improvements is ſtill Fleſh ; the largeſt . 
py; Underſtanding, the fineſt Accompliſhments, the 
1 


ſweeteſt Compoſure of kind and ſoft Affections, 
which we commonly call good Nature, being 
deſtitute of the Spirit of God; notwithſtand- 
ing all the Admiration they create in this World, 


47: and all the Lovelineſs they appear in to us, yet 
on they tend to nothing but Death and Corrupti: 
ut n; © he that ſows to the Fleſh, ſhall of the 

e * Fleſh reap Corruption; and he that ſows to 


* the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap Life ever- 
4 V 63 i a + we 
at No Goſpel-Immortality but to thoſe who are 
Spiritually- minded; who are ſo changed from 
what they naturally were, that they can plain- 
ly perceive themſelves to be other Creatures, 
than what the Men and Women of this World 
arg. TE ne 5 
Na 


ä 
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Meditations, and Holy Living. 
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No being with : God and Chriſt for ever 
unleſs we find Delight in being with Then 
now, in Prayers and Sacraments, in deyoy 


One would willingly ſpeak nothing but ae. 
ceptable Things in this Place, but ſome Mens 
Condition won't ſuffer us to do ſo; twould be 
Cruelty to their Souls, to be fo obliging ; our 
Congregations are a very mixt Auditory, they 
are made up of ſome good Chriſtians, of others 
who have little Senſe of God or Religion, and 
of ſome who, with all their Humane "56am 
but in a Preparation for Goſpel Holineſs : 80 
that we ought to aim at the Converfion of ſome, 
as well as at the Improvement of others. 

If Men would be fav'd, beſides their Infant 
Baptiſm, they muſt, one time or other, ratim. 
ally and ſerwuſly take their Chriſtianity upon 
them, and continue it to the end of their Days; 
if ever they hope to go to Heaven, there muſt 
be a certain time in their Lives, in which they 
have left off all known Sin, and are engapg'd in 
all Virtue; at feaſt to ſuch a Degree of Good- 
neſs, as may make their Minds Spiritual, their 
Tempers Pure and Holy; and their Conver- 
fation fome way anſwerable to the Rules of 
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"cnn; Religion, and to that fate of Happineſs 
Which is prepar'd for all true Believer r. 
They who promiſe Men Salvation upon any 
I ber Ter than theſe, 90 beyond their 
ut a, mmiffion- 3 and take the ready way to De- 


our 'Tis not only a very wicked Thing, but 
s 2 hard difficult Thing to flatter in the bu- 
neſs of Religion, eſpecially where Men of 
arts and Senſe are concern'd : They will 


he bigh Priviledges of the, Goſpel belong to 
hem, or no; and if they do not, then if you 
make them ſine Promiſes, in which they know ] - 


ate you for your Moc ter. 
There muſt be a firm Bottom of ſincere Chri- 
anity, to build any ſolid Comfort upon; 
nd the more you try ta, comfort any one, 


- 


ithout this Foundatien being firſt laid, the 


in Wore you upbraid his Miſery : Whereas the 
aal Impreſſion of a Godlike Nature upon 


ur Souls, ſpeaks more Peace to the. Conſci- 


„ee than an immediate Voice from Heaven: 
fe the Spirit of God bearing Witneſs with 


ur Spirits that we are the Children of God, 
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yy themſelves, as well as thoſe who Hear _ 


ally find by their own Conſciences whither 


hemſelves to have no Intereſt, they will but 
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and if Children, ben Heins Heins of God, 
eint Heirs uit h Chriſt of an eveilaſting 


heritance in the higheſt 
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